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that day, it appeared, was not to end without some-
thing unexp&ted and unpleasant turning up at the
last moment. I was given in the train the advertise-
ment card of an hotel at Shan-hai-kuan which said
the hotel was under European management and
promised both room and breakfast for a sum which
in China would be considered quite high. When I
got out at the Shan-hai-kuan station, a runner from
the hotel met me on the platform and conducted me
through a maze of narrow side streets and coming to
a mud-walled shed stepped aside and asked me with
a deep bow to enter the hotel. I stood staring at the
structure in blank amazement and tried to explain
to the man that I could not possibly stay inside it.
Upon which he gave me to understand that if I did
not care to stay there I was welcome to please myself,
but as that was the only place for foreign visitors I
would have to go without any shelter whatever for
the night. It was past nine and the outside looked
dark and gloomy with only faint lights burning
fitfully here and there in the distance. To stand
discussing in such surroundings would be pure waste
of time, so I entered the place and was immediately
taken to a partitioned-off portion at the end of it.
Finding my division consisted really of three com-
partments I asked the man if they were all intended
for my use. He bowed and replied all " the three
rooms " were at my disposal. I bowed my acknow-
ledgments in return, and now when I speak of my
tour to my friends I tell them that once only in all
my travels I indulged in the luxury of having a whole
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